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  The Covenant Connections  
 Bethlehem / St. Martin 

February 2023 

 

I was noticing all the people out shoveling 

their driveways when I drove to church this 

past week.  I knew what hard work they 

were doing because my own arms were still 

tired from just having shoveled my own.  I 

also knew how slippery things were.  I sus-

pected that the emergency rooms would be 

seeing their share of people who slip or over-

tax their ability.  It reminded me to have 

gratitude for my health and that I was able 

to successfully clear my driveway without 

any problems.   

 

I also drove passed a car accident on my 

way, another challenge in winter weather.  I 

was able to offer another prayer of gratitude 

that I was able to arrive safely that morning 

without any troubles.    

 

Our days are full of such occurrences.  Most 

of the time, I do not think about them.  We 

tend to only notice the little things when they 

do not happen as we expect them to.  Most of 

our potential problems are successfully 

avoided.  Most of the time, we are surround-

ed by instances of blessing, for which we are 

right to feel gratitude and give thanks, but 

we don’t even notice them. 

 

We can help each other notice these blessings 

by sharing our stories of when we have recog-

nized God’s benevolence and goodness.  Simp-

ly by passing on those moments when a “little 

thing” can be seen as important, we witness to 

how our lives are full of blessing.  Sharing our 

stories can literally change how others see the 

world around them. 

 

We’ve been sharing stories through the 

Epiphany season.  I’ve been loving the stories 

shared, often of big and amazing ways that 

God’s presence has been made known.  These 

stories deserve to be shared!  But we also need 

to grow in our ability to share these “small” 

stories.  Any experience that can be used to 

give thanks to God is a story worth sharing.   

 

 

In a world suffering from cynicism and des-

pair, this witness of blessing is needed.  We 

need to notice and lift up the presence of God 

that is always around us, and we need to help 

others see that God is also with them.  Let us 

keep giving witness to a world where God’s 

presence can be seen everywhere! 

The light shines in the darkness, and our 

world’s attention needs to be drawn away 

from the darkness, and to the light of God.   

Pastor Korey 



2222 

 

 
Page 2 

On February 12th at 
11:15am, a Women’s Gath-

ering luncheon will be 
held @ BLC to enjoy cre-

ating a Valentine’s Day craft.  All 
craft supplies will be provided! 

If you would like to bring an 8 x 10 pic-
ture frame to bring home a finished 

work of art, please feel free, but not 
required. 

Ladies of St. Martin are always wel-
come to join us for our Ladies Fellow-

ship!  

The Women’s BLC Bible 
Study group will meet on Sunday, Feb-
ruary 19th after worship.  Both les-
sons are in the January/February issue 
 of Gather Magazine.                                                                    

BLC & SMLC KNITTERS NEEDED 
 

We have been blessed with serval donations 
of yarn which could be used to 
knit hats for the Christmas 

stockings.  The yarn is locat-
ed in the cup- boards at the west 

end of the old fellowship hall.  Anyone 
needing a simple knit hat pattern,  

please contact  

Mary Lou Alexander. 

SMLC VBS 2023 is  
July 17-20!   

 
 

Kids ages pre-k thru 6 
 

Online registration opens  
May 1.  Stay tuned for 

more details . . .  
 

BLC raised the most money 
of any faith group in the 

Rochester area during the 
Salvation Army bell ringing!  

 

BLC will be presented with a plaque at 
a gratitude Brunch on 1/26.  The 

brunch will be held at the Hyatt Re-
gency. Laurie Brooks will be attending 

the brunch on behalf of the amazing 
of Audrey, Luci, Mefforts argo , Olivia 

& Lenora! 
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BLC COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

JANUARY 11, 2023 
 

PASTOR’S REPORT .Pastor has been 

working with someone at SMLC on the video of 

church services and will use what he learns for 

helping BLC to upgrade.  In addition, Pastor 

thanked new council members. Deb is making a 

council roster. Pastor is looking into a camera 

for videoing the service and Al would like to be 

involved in the wiring.  

WORSHIP The church needs shorter robes for 

the children who are acolytes. The deacons will 

do an inventory and see what is needed. They 

will need red and black robes. Sunshine club 

needs stamps. Council decided to name Febru-

ary 12,2023 as stamp Sunday for people to do-

nate stamps during the offering. Laurie Brooks 

also needs stamps to mail the memorial thank 

you’s and the information for the families about 

donations given.  

PARSONAGE  Painting the ceilings in the 

parsonage will happen 1/30/2023.  School taxes 

were paid $1,500. A new roof may be necessary 

soon and the cost will be paid by the parsonage 

fund. A code pad will be researched to put on 

the garage.  

OUTREACH The reverse Advent calendar 

was a success with lots of food donated. After 

talking to Tim King at the Ontario food pantry it 

was decided to give the majority of the food to 

the Penfield food pantry ,use some for our little 

food pantry and donate the Christmas offering 

money to the Ontario food pantry. 

COMMUNITY LIFE there will be another 

game night planned. 

Next Joint Council Meeting is March 8, 2023 
@SMLC 

JOINT BLC/SMLC  COUNCIL MEETING 

MINUTES  JANUARY 11, 2023 
 

MISSION FOCUS .Pastor sent emails inviting 

people to join a Task Force to help establish poten-

tial goals.  These will be implement-ready 

SMART goals that will move us in the direction of 

growth.  Council will gather these potential goals 

and choose which ones we want to commit to.  I 

don’t know what the timeline will realistically be, 

but I’m hoping that this step might take one or two 

months.     

OLD BUSINESS The Christmas stocking 
program was completed with over 600 gifts 

going out. Included are stockings, baby gifts 
and teenager gifts. 

NEW BUSINESS  Sharon Haffen will be coor-

dinating VBS for 2023. Both our churches and 

Transfiguration will be included again. There may 

be a program for us to use from Synod. The week 

of 7/17/2023 is the proposed week for VBS. 

DR. Evelyn Lam Brothers got married 12/31/2022. 

We congratulate her and Nathan and we plan to 

have a shower for her in the near future. 

God’s work our hands day will be in May and 
there will be a project at the Webster Arboretum. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Joint Council Meeting is March 8, 2023 
@SMLC 
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     2023 Lenten Prayer Vigil 

The covenant between BLC and 
SMLC calls us “to pray for each 
other and our shared and unique 
ministries”.  To that end, we are 
asking everyone to pray during 

Lent for the families of both 
churches.  We’ll start by praying 
for Pastor Korey Finstad & Family 
on Ash Wednesday, February 22, &  
BLC & SMLC February 23 & 24. On 

February 25, we’ll all pray for 
Allen & Heckle families from BLC 
and the Alexander & Hubbard fam-

ilies from SMLC.  From there we 
will follow the schedule below. 

 
Prayers do not have to be long or 

offered at any  particular time. 
 

What to pray for? Here are some 
suggestions from Colossians 1:3-4: 

 

 Thank God that this family be-
longs to our churches. 

 Thank God for the time, talents 
and treasures that they have 
brought us. 

 Pray that their faith will be 
strengthened during the coming 
year. 

 Pray that they will be filled 
with the knowledge of His will. 

 Pray that they are living a life 
worthy of the Lord and pleasing 
to Him. 

 

LENTEN PRAYER VIGIL FAMILIES 

Listing on the Following Page…... 

 Pray that their good works are 
bearing fruit. 

 Pray that God will strengthen 
them with endurance and pa-
tience for any trials they might 
have. 

 Pray for their good health. 

 Pray for sufficient wealth. 
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Wed   2/22 Pastor Korey Finstad family Fri     3/17 
Germick, O’Grady  & Steinmiller 
families 

Thu   2/23 Bethlehem Lutheran Church Sat     3/18 
Lester & Klimow families 
Kyle family 

Fri     2/24 St. Martin Lutheran Church Sun    3/19 M Kildal & D Kildal families 

Sat     2/25 
Allen & Heckle families 
Alexander & Hubbard  

families 

Mon  3/20 
 
Steele & Johnson families 

 

Sun    2/26 
Ayers family 
Boerschlein family 

Tue   3/21 
Jennejohn family 
Devers family 

Mon   2/27 
Bardo families 

Bouchard family 
Wed  3/22 

McGrath family 

DeBruyn family 

Tue    2/28 
Bauer family 
Currier family 

Thu   3/23 
Leisten family 
Kunzer & Ciulla families 

Wed   3/1 
Lochner family 

Cawley & Davis families 
Fri     3/24 

Nowak family 

Oriel family 

Thu    3/2 
Short family 
Bartlett family 

Sat    3/25 
Lewis, Moore 
 & Kulak families 

Fri      3/3 
Borkhuis & Reilly families 

Dengler & Elder families 
Sun    3/26 

Miles & Geiger families 

Lockwood family 

Sat     3/4 
Brigden family 
Detwiler family 

Mon  3/27 
J Mohrman family 
D Mohrman family 

Sun   3/5 
Brooks family, B Ewanow 

& S. Ewanow families 
Tue   3/28 

L Simmons & Priest families 

C. Smith family 

Mon  3/6 
Bundschuh family 
Apetz & Weurtzer families 

Wed  3/29 
Neels family 
Marshall family 

Tue   3/7 
Myers family 

Hinkhouse family 
Thu   3/30 

Matteson family 

Spry family 

Wed  3/8 
Crandall & Grimshaw families Collins & 
Chittenden family 

Fri     3/31 
Schneemann family 
Nesbitt family 

Thu   3/9 
Howard & Donahue families 

French & Geier families 
Sat    4/1 

Schlinger family 

Stewart family 

Fri     3/10 Gardner & Mitchell families Sun   4/2 
Zajac family 
Taskett family 

Sat     3/11 
Hyde family 

Hess family 
Mon  4/3 

F Smith family 

D. Smith family 

Sun    3/12 
Francis family 
Gomez & Dolson families 

Tue   4/4 
Schmidt family 
J. Simmons family 

Mon   3/13 
Frick family 

Gulde family 
Wed  4/5 

Van Dusen family 

VanDeWall family 

Tue    3/14 
Fridman family 
Haffen & Hilbert families 

Thu   4/6 
Urich family 
Peters family 

Wed   3/15 
Manning family 

Knapp family 
Fri     4/8 

Wagner family 

Riekstins family 

Thu    3/16 
Brothers family 
Potucek family 

Sat     4/9 
Weidman family 
Weingartner family 
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Mardi Gras Free Pancake Supper 
Free Beads & Unlimited Pancakes 

 

 

Tuesday, February 21ST 

5:00-7:00 pm at SMLC  813 Bay Road 
 

Come to our Mardi Gras Pancake  
Supper on Tuesday, February 21st.  Sausage,  

Applesauce and unlimited pancakes will be served from 
5pm to 7pm.   

 

Come join us for Mardi Gras fun  --  
complete with beads and make your own crowns!  You 

are invited to come dressed Mardi Gras style.    
 

Come and party with us as we enter Lent in grand style!   
This is a family event—invite friends!   

 

Sign up on the bulletin board to help out and to at-
tend.  Attendees may make a free will offering  of 

canned or boxed non-perishable foods to support our 
Little Free Pantry.   

 

Thank you for supporting our missions! 
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DISTRIBUTION OF ASHES 

& HOLY COMMUNION 

 
Ash Wednesday, February 22 

7 pm  @ Bethlehem 
(1767 Plank Rd.) 

 
 

HOLDEN PRAYER SERVICE SCHEDULE 
 
 

Wednesdays during Lent 
Join us on Wednesday evenings during Lent for study  

and Holden Prayer Service.   
 

Wednesday Nights – March 1,  March 8,  
& March 15 @ SMLC 

 
 

         March 22, & 29 @ BLC  
 

 Bible Study—6:00 pm 

 Holden Prayer Service - 7:00 pm 

 

 
   MAUNDY THURSDAY, April 6 

  7:00 pm @ SMLC 
 
 

GOOD FRIDAY,  April 7 
7:00 pm @ BLC 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

   1 

11:30am Prayer First   

6-7pm Bible Study @ 

Finstad ‘s 

2 

8am Men’s Group 
3 4 

5 
8:45am BLC  

Worship /Sunday 

School 
 

10:30am SMLC  

Worship /Sunday 

School  

6 7 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

1-6pm Red Cross Blood 
Drive @ SMLC 

8 
 

11:30am Prayer First   

6:30pm SMLC Council 

Meeting 

 

9 

8am Men’s Group 
10 11 

9-12pm Mad  
Hatters 

12 
8:45am BLC  

Worship /Sunday 

School /

Congregational 

Meeting 
 

11:15am BLC 

Women’s Gather-

ing 
 

10:30am SMLC  

Worship/Sunday 

School 
 

6:30pm Confir-

mation @ SMLC   

13 14 

Valentine’s Day 
 

15 

11:30am Prayer First   

6:30pm BLC Council 

Meeting 

16 

8am Men’s Group 
17 18 

19 
8:45am BLC  

Worship  
 

9:45am BLC 

Women’s 

Bible Study 
 

10:30am SMLC 

Worship                                                                                                     

20 21 

Shrove Tuesday 

5-7pm  Mardi Gras 

Pancake Supper @ 

SMLC 

22 

Ash Wednesday 
11:30am Prayer First   

7pm Ashes & Holy 

Communion @ BLC 

 

23 
 

8am Men’s Group 

24 25 

26 
8:45am BLC  

Worship /Sunday 

School 
 

10:30am SMLC  

Worship /Sunday 

School  
 

6:30pm Confir-

mation @ SMLC   

27 28      

February 2023 
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       St. Martin Lutheran Church 

813 Bay Road 
 Webster, New York  14580 
            Phone: 585.671.1899 

Email : stmartinwebster@gmail.com 

FEBUARY WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

 
SUNDAY 

FEBRUARY  5 

SUNDAY 

FEBRUARY 12 

SUNDAY 

FEBRUARY 19 

SUNDAY 

FEBRUARY 26 

LECTOR Kim Cawley Anne Mitchell David Hinkhouse Tammy Gardner 

ASSISTING 

MINISTER 
Mary Lou Alexander Sharon  Haffen Sharon Haffen Mary Lou Alexander 

ORGANIST Mary Ann Peters Mary Ann Peters Mary Ann Peters Mary Ann Peters 

GREETER Debbie Lester Cindi Bouchard Cindi Smith 
Bud & Joan Van de 

Wall 

ALTAR GUILD Sharon  Haffen Sharon  Haffen Sharon  Haffen Sharon  Haffen 

SUNDAY 

SCHOOL 
TBD TBD FAMILY SUNDAY TBD 

mailto:stmartinwebster@gmail.com
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                                                   REMEMBER IN PRAYER 

At  Bethlehem… At  St. Martin… 

 

   REMEMBER IN PRAYER  
AT BLC 

 

Jim Brigden, Nathan Brothers (Evelyn’s hus-

band) in the Air Force, Lucy and Jim Vergo 

(friends of the Schlinger’s), 

Erin Sauve ( friend of the Brooks) who has can-

cer. Anya Peterson, Jan Mohrman, Carl Bardo, 

Harry Weidman, Sarah Frick, Gary  

Steinmiller, June Borkhuis, Ken Francis,  

Finnegan O’Grady, Gary Ayers, John Heckle, 

Shirley Bauer, Shirley Jennejohn, Lin Maier 

(Shirley Bauer's sister), Kay Heckle, Nancy 

Smith, Bev Steele, Cecilia Anderson (Shirley 

Bauer's mother).  

We also pray for those in the military and their 

family: Anthony Grimshaw. 

 

 

  

 
 

REMEMBER IN PRAYER  
AT SMLC 

 

Kevin & Debbie French, Tracy Bryce (daughter of 

Dan & Debora Bartlett),  

Dolores Hess,  Dan Bartlett, Milford Apetz,  Jean-

nette Lockwood,  Jim Matteson,  Nate Baker  

(Godson of Jim & Mary Lou Alexander), Aidan 

Weingartner  

(Kris Weingartner’s grandnephew), Pastor Ron 

Willman and his wife, Barbara,  Harry Hilbert Jr.  

(son of Harry and Becky Hilbert),  

 

Caurie (daughter-in-law of Becky Hilbert), Karin 

Ewanow,  James Simmons, and people serving in 

the military, especially Bryan.  Also, all Law En-

forcement Officers, especially Scott, Eric, Josh,  

Eric and Eric. 

If you would like names added or removed from the 

prayer list, please contact  your church office. 

Page 10 
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Bethlehem February Birthdays 

Bethlehem February Anniversaries 

SMLC  February  Birthdays 

SMLC Febuary Anniversaries 

Ella Frick Feb 1 

Carmen Bundschuh Feb 10 

Laurie Brooks Feb 10 

Abby Frick Feb 11 

Danielle Miles Feb 14 

Sandy Borkhuis Feb 16 

Elwin Bardo Feb 20 

Alice Tynan Feb 21 

Marie Neels Johnson Feb 22 

Sally Steinmiller Feb 24 

Olivia Miles Feb 25 

Richard Detwiler Feb 1 

Lisa Podgorski Feb 5 

Jacob Hubbard Feb 9 

Jamye Potucek Feb 9 

Cindi Smith Feb  13 

Suzanne Elder Feb 13 

Amy Cawley Feb 15 

Karen  Kunzer Feb 20 

Thomas Potucek Jr. Feb 20 

Ellen Apetz Feb 22 

Aerianna Elder Feb 22 

Timothy Stoller Feb 22 

Chris Podgorski Feb 25 

Gary & Sally Steinmiller Feb 17 

Ed & June Borkhuis Feb 27 

None to Report  
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SMLC Directory 

Pastor. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Korey Finstad 

Director of Music . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Mary Ann Peters 

Church Council  

President . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Karen Kunzer 

Vice President . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Christian Kulak 

Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Debbie Lester 

Treasurer / Finance. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Paul Haffen 

Outreach . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Carol Geier 

Activities . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    Kris Weingartner 

Christian Education. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    Cindi Bouchard 

Member-at-Large. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Mary Lou Alexander 

Evangelism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Pat Knapp 

Worship and Music . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Laurie McGrath 

 

BLC Directory 

Pastor. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Korey Finstad 

Director of Music . . . . . . . . . . . Dr. Evelyn Lam Brothers 

Church Council  

President . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . Deb Neels 

Vice President . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jim Brigden 

Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Laurie Brooks 

Property  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Al Neels 

Faith Formation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Congregational Life.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nancy Smith 

Finance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .Sarah Frick   

Treasurer. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mindy Zajac 

Worship Ministries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Becky Hyde 

Outreach  Ministry  . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Laurie Brigden 
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Lay Readers Nancy Currier 

Altar Guild Nancy Elder 

Ushers Doug Gomez 

Coffee Hr. Jeff & Mary Ann Peters 

Greeters Nancy Currier 

Assisting Ministers Sharon Haffen 

Nancy Nesbitt 

St. Martin Lutheran Church Office 

813 Bay Rd, Webster, NY  14580 

585.671.1899 

Email: stmartinwebster@gmail.com 

    Office Hours 10a-2p Tuesday, Wednesday,  

Laurie Brooks 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church Office 

1767 Plank Rd, Webster, NY  145805 

585.872.1425 

Email: llsbrooks@yahoo.com 

St. Martin Evangelical Lutheran Church 

813 Bay Road 

Webster, NY  14580 

 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

1767 Plank Road 

Webster, NY  14580 

  St. Martin Lutheran Church 

813 Bay Road 

         Webster, New York  14580 

     585-671-1899 
                 www.stmartinwebster.org 

              stmartinwebster@gmail.com 

 

Worship 10:30am 

Office Hours:  Tues, Wed, & Thurs., 10am- 2:00pm 

 

           Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

1767 Plank Road 

Webster, New York  14580 

585-872-1425 

 

   www.bethlehemlutheranchurch.org 

                   Worship:  8:45am 

    Pastor Korey’s Contact Info 

Cell Phone:  585-402-8451  

  Email:  rev.Korey@gmail.com 

Articles for the MARCH 
Covenant Connections are kindly 

accepted by february 15th to 
our Secretary, Nancy Nesbitt at 

stmartinwebster@gmail.com.   

mailto:%20stmartinwebster@frontiernet.net
mailto:llsbrooks@yahoo.com
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http://www.stmartinwebster.org
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